BACKGROUND INFORMATION

IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRES

Immigration removal centres (IRCs) are haolding
places for foreign nationals awaiting decisions on their
asylum claims or awaiting deportation following a failled
application. The power to detain immigrants was first
provided by the Immigration Act 1871 when ‘detenfion
centres’ — as they were then called — were infroduced to
impose restrictions on the movement of immigrants while
their claims were being processed. Mo time limit was
fixed fior maximum detention and the cenires were much
like prison facilites. In 2002 the govemment fightened
up its immigration policy as a response to public concern
about the rising numbers of asylum seekers and illegal
immigrants arriving in Britain in the late 1880s. Today
there are ten immigration removal centres in England
and Wales, all run for profit by private companies at the
taxpayer's expense. Those detained and their advocates
have frequently complained about the condiions inside
detention centres and the freatment of detainees by staff.
In February 2002, violence broke out at the Yarl's Wood
centre in Bedfordshire because the firm rumning the
facility, Group 4, allegedly refused medical treatmenttoa
detainee. The rioting resulted in a break-out and a fire that
destroyed half of the £100 million centre. Disturbances,
hunger strikes and suicides are commaon oCoCUMeENcGESs N
all of Britain's immigration removal centres.
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Owver the coming weeks, Sarah must contemplate her
refurn o normal life but finds itte comfort in the world
she has made for herself. Her job, her ongoing affair with
Lawrence and even her conscience provide litfle shelter
frarn her darkest thoughts. Despite every conceivable
difference in background and experience, Sarah and Litile
Bee come to realise that they have a connection literally
forged in blood, and that they must save themselves,
and each other, from the cruelfies of life.
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‘A wery funny book about brave, funny people . . _
Just read it” Anna Carey, The Gloss

It is & warm morning in May 2007, and a Migerian refugee
calling herself Little Bee has just emerged, not entirely
legitimaiely, from an immigration detention centre in
Essax. She is afraid and ultimately alone, but she is
alsa imtrigued by Britain with its Queen’s English and its
baffling customs. After a bittersweet encounter with a
farmer and his wife, Little Bee embarks on a long journey
through the English countryside to the high suburbia of
Fingston-upon-Thames, past the rows of shiny cars
and straight to the front door of high-powered magazine
editor Sarah O'Fourke and her Batman-obsessed san
Charlie. Litfle Bee has nowhere else to furn and Sarah,
on the day of her husband's funeral, has her reasons for
letiing the gid stay. Something has happened that has
not only left its mark on Litile Bee but has shaken the
FRourke family to its foundations, and it has something
to do with a beach in Africa and the missing finger on

Sarah’s left hand.
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